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Composite A 
(Covering Amended Motion No.2 and Motion Nos. 4,7 & 8) 
 Disproportionate Equalities Impact of COVID-19 on Workers  
 
“That this Congress notes:  
 

• The disproportionate equality impacts of COVID, including amongst 
Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic (BAME) populations and that there 
is substantial evidence that they are disproportionately more likely 
to be impacted on by COVID-19 infections and deaths. The 
availability of centrally collected, consistent and disaggregated 
Scotland-specific data on the impact of COVID-19 on BAME 
workers would inform interventions and make them more effective. 

 

• That NHS Scotland staff continue to be put at even greater risk of 
contracting COVID-19 due to issues, not only with the quality and 
the supply of PPE, but with the default male-design and male biased 
fit of the PPE provided. 

 

• The significant impact that COVID-19 and the subsequent lockdown 
has had on young people’s mental health. 
 

• That homeworking measures to control COVID-19 means that some 
women will be more vulnerable and may be trapped in abusive 
households with very little or no contact with health professionals. 

 
“Currently, workplace activists are stretched to their limit and are having 
to contend with an increased number of issues concerning members 
mental health. These mental health issues have been caused, and in 
some cases, exacerbated by a variety of different issues, including 
loneliness and isolation as a result of the lockdown (especially for 
vulnerable workers who are shielding), excessive work pressures, 
financial concerns, threats of eviction, and fears over health and safety 
when returning to work” 
 
“Congress calls on the General Council to lobby the Scottish Government 
and local authorities to: 
 

• ensure employers undertake robust risk assessments for BAME 
employees, taking account of the specific circumstances in which 
BAME staff are deployed to work, and taking account of the 
employee’s age, gender, and underlying health conditions;  
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• assess race equality impacts of their policies and plans; and 
  

• ensure employers engage with unions representing BAME staff 
across the public sector to develop effective measures to minimise 
the risk of COVID-19 transmission to BAME workers. 

 
“Congress further calls on the General Council to: 
 

• Introduce a Workplace Mental Health Advocate training programme 
for union branches in order to offer similar support as a Health and 
Safety representative. 

  

• Introduce a Young Person’s Mental Health Forum – similar to that 
of Unite Scotland’s - that links in with STUC disabled workers. The 
Forum should act as a sub-group which offers peers support and 
signposting and is a safe space for workers to come together and 
discuss issues surrounding mental health and wellbeing. 

 

• Continue to lobby the Scottish Government for on-going support of 
services for domestic abuse throughout the pandemic and beyond 
and highlight safeguarding measures and encourage access, as 
outlined by the RCM, to references and links to online and virtual 
support for victims. 

 

• Raise with the Scottish Government that all staff have immediate 
access to PPE which allows the highest level of protection from 
COVID-19, and that any future PPE procurement ensures that all 
staff receive fit-for-purpose PPE regardless of their size.” 
 

 
Mover:  NASUWT 
 
Seconder:  Annual STUC Youth Conference 
 
Supporters:  Annual STUC Black Workers’ Conference 
     Society of Radiographers 
   Royal College of Midwives  
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Composite B 
(Covering Motion No.3, Amended Motion No.5, Motion Nos. 6,10 & 
30) 
Health and Safety During the Pandemic and Beyond  
 
“That this Congress commends all workers who worked throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic to keep the country going and all employers who 
worked to ensure that their employees were safe and followed or went 
beyond the Government’s guidance. Congress acknowledges that unions 
have very real concerns about the COVID risk to their members and have 
been working furiously to ensure their health and safety at work. 
 
“Congress condemns those employers and other bodies who disregarded 
public health guidance and who used the pandemic to put profit before 
people. 
 
“Congress asserts that workplaces should be safe and secure 
environments for all and that education services must be better supported 
to keep pupils and staff safe.  
 
“Congress welcomes the key role HSE has played in keeping workers 
safe during the pandemic, but notes that HSE has suffered from a lack of 
investment with the amount of taxpayer funding HSE receives having 
reduced in recent years, from £142.6m in 2015–16 to £129.2m in 2019–
20. 
 
“Congress agrees that Scotland’s school support staff, including cleaners, 
caterers, and pupil support, have been the untold story of education during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and that their safety must also be treated as a 
priority alongside teachers and pupils.  
 
“Congress notes: 
  

• The Scottish Government’s refusal to admit GMB Scotland 
representatives to the Education Recovery Group, the significant 
lack of confidence in workplace safety among school support staff, 
and the need for the views of all workers employed in Scotland’s 
schools to have an effective voice. 

 

• The calls for particular groups to be given special priority for 
immunisation following the delivery of the initial stage of the 
Vaccination Programme. 
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• That lone working presents unique risks and is prevalent in sectors 
across the Scottish economy and, in particular, workers in the justice 
sector face increased levels of risk from lone working, and the HSE’s 
acknowledgement that lone working can cause work related stress. 

 

• That two industries in particular, agriculture and construction, have 
far higher rates of injuries and fatalities at work than other industries. 
Despite the existence of Scottish collective bargaining in agriculture 
and industrial bargaining agreements in construction, many 
workplaces are unorganised, and precariously employed agency 
workers or those in tied housing, are placed under pressure to 
comply with unsafe working practices to keep a wage or a house. 

 

• The serious issues faced within the construction and building 
industry through mental health issues. Male site workers in 
construction are three times more likely to commit suicide than the 
average UK male. This shocking statistic is a vivid reminder of the 
difficulties faced by many working in the construction and building 
industry every day.  

 
“Congress believes that workers who face lone working situations should 
have information about the legislation and best practice that applies to 
their situation. 
 
“Congress further believes that we must have improvements in how 
employers and the Scottish Government, through its ‘Fair Work Agenda’, 
are tackling the cause of work-related stress. 
 
“Congress recognises that Health and Safety legislation is currently 
reserved to Westminster and believes that, along with employment law 
generally, it should be devolved to further empower the Scottish 
Parliament to legislate on these matters.  Congress calls for new powers 
for reps, including roving reps, who could access every workplace and 
take steps to prevent unsafe working practices both in the existing and 
any future pandemics. 
 
“Even in the absence of full powers over Health and Safety legislation, 
Congress believes that the Scottish Parliament can still move forward now 
in improving employment conditions and health and safety at work.  
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“Congress urges the Scottish Government to provide resources to support 
the introduction and training of roving union Safety Reps across those 
industrial sectors with the highest injury and fatalities rates, as part of a 
wider approach to take the ‘Fair Work Agenda’ and improvements in 
health and safety into workplaces across Scotland. 
 
“Congress calls on the General Council to:  
 

• Campaign to ensure that the Scottish Government and employers 
take action to address the mental health implications of poor 
employment conditions, conduct risk assessments, identify risk 
factors and address the underlying causes of mental health issues. 

 

• Lobby the Scottish Government to strengthen Health and Safety 
guidance for all employers and to increase the levels of investment 
in public services to better support all necessary health and safety 
measures. 

 

• Support efforts to improve safety and consultation for school support 
staff, including regular workplace testing for all staff to mitigate 
COVID-19 spread.  

 

• Support full representation of school support staff unions on the 
Education Recovery Group. 

 

• Press for a national plan for the workplace roll-out of the COVID-19 
vaccine, address urgently with the appropriate authorities 
competing claims for who is prioritised for vaccination and to build a 
risk register of key workers exposed to COVID-19. 

 

• Produce resources for member unions relating to the risks of lone 
working and the legislation surrounding it. 

 

• Run a campaign to raise awareness of the impact that lone working 
can have on a workers’ mental health. 

 

• Lobby employers to ensure that managers regularly keep in touch 
with lone workers and recognise the importance of social contact on 
mental health. 
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• Campaign for substantial increase to the HSE’s budget in real 
terms.” 

 
 
Mover:   Unite the Union  
 
Seconder:  GMB Scotland 
 
Supporters:  Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association 

NASUWT 
Community 

   Public & Commercial Services Union 
National Union of Rail, Maritime & Transport  
Workers 
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Composite C 
(Covering Motion Nos. 59, 14 and Amended Motion Nos. 12 & 62) 
Impact of COVID on Poverty and Inequality  
 
“That this Congress acknowledges that the effects of poverty are 
pervasive and long lasting.  
 
“Congress notes that women, including women from Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic backgrounds, are disproportionally concentrated in low-
paying jobs which are often part-time, and increasingly, fail to lift working 
women and their families out of poverty.  
 
“Congress acknowledges that COVID has had a disproportionately 
adverse effect on women, with many jobs being the least likely to be able 
to be done from home, meaning that many women workers were 
furloughed or made redundant and forced to depend upon inadequate 
social security payments, further exacerbating pre-COVID poverty. 
 
“Congress further notes the disproportionate impact of caring 
responsibilities within families which inhibited women’s ability to access 
the labour market and brought additional burdens throughout the 
pandemic as external care provision has reduced. 
 
“The STUC is alarmed that almost one in four disabled workers have been 
made redundant in light of COVID-19, and troubled that the delay of 
disability benefits in Scotland, combined with the devastating impacts of 
COVID-19 and Brexit has created an almost perfect storm for disabled 
peoples’ rights, dignity, and livelihoods to be put at threat. Congress 
acknowledges that some of the change to practices over the last year was 
to better protect staff and claimants. Congress further recognises the good 
proportion of Social Security Scotland staff are disabled themselves and 
expects this will translate to exemplar treatment for this cohort by the 
employer. 
 
“Congress further notes that under the terms of the Scotland Act 2016, 
eleven Social Security benefits were devolved to the Scottish 
Government, including a range of Disability benefits. There have been 
several delays on the delivery of these benefits, which has contributed to 
a period of uncertainty and anxiety for many disabled people in Scotland.  
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“Congress believes that the right to adequate food is a fundamental 
human right firmly established in international law. Yet many in the UK 
find themselves in a position where due to a lack of income this is not the 
case. 
 
“Congress notes that those without homes or the means to self-isolate are 
suffering the most and therefore, calls on the Scottish Government to: 
 

• Invest in improved retraining opportunities for women, and to invest 
in free provision of child and social care to enable more women to 
access further education, training, and quality jobs in the recovery 
phase and beyond. 

 

• Reduce poverty in Scotland by implementing more progressive 
taxation policies, putting greater pressure on employers to pay the 
Living Wage, decisively addressing the gender and ethnicity pay 
gaps, mitigating social security cuts and spending more on quality 
early years education and social care for our elderly and disabled 
citizens, for the benefit of women and all within our society. 

 
“Congress calls on the STUC to:  
 

• Support the campaign for the right to be able to access and enjoy 
decent, nutritious food and campaign for legislation to deliver this 
whilst also addressing the need for improvements to employment 
and trade union rights for workers across the food chain. 

 

• Work with the STUC Disabled Workers’ Committee to amplify our 
Government lobbying efforts on the roll-out and accessibility of 
Disability benefits and develop a Social Security guide which seeks 
to educate and equip trade unionists to best support the disability 
community. 
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• Demand that the Scottish Government give local councils the 
resources to take over empty hotel rooms and student 
accommodation, in order to house the homeless and provide 
quarantine and isolation facilities.” 

 
 
Mover:  Educational Institute of Scotland 
 
Seconder:  Annual STUC Disabled Workers’ Conference 
 
Supporters: Bakers, Food & Allied Workers’ Union 
   Edinburgh Trades Union Council 
   Unite the Union 
   Public & Commercial Services Union 
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Draft Composite D  
(Covering Motion Nos. 31,33,34,36,37 & 75) 
Sustainable Economic Recovery through Investment in Public 
Services, Communications and the Foundational Economy 
 
“That this Congress notes that massive economic interventions will be 
required to reverse the economic damage done by the global pandemic, 
but that the Scottish Government has accepted in full the 
recommendations of the Review Group, Chaired by Benny Higgins. This 
is a vision of a business-driven recovery which largely ignores the role of 
public services in creating sustainable employment and economic growth 
and ignores the potential of public ownership and direction being used to 
drive green industrial development that communities will secure benefit 
from.  Congress believes these should be used to reconfigure economic 
development strategies in Scotland. 
 
“Congress recognises the urgent need to increase public investment to 
strengthen services and the economy in Scotland.  
 
“Congress is deeply concerned by the scale and impact of the 
Coronavirus pandemic on Scotland’s retail sector. Scotland’s high streets 
were already facing huge challenges which have escalated in the current 
crisis.  Many retail workers are struggling on very low pay, particularly 
where they have been furloughed at less than the Minimum Wage, and 
that many are struggling on short hours contracts. 
 
“Congress further notes that: 
 

• Throughout the pandemic, Scotland has seen the importance of 
internet access for connecting communities, education, and for 
home-working and businesses across the country.  

 

• The postal service is essential in keeping the country connected and 
this has never been clearer than during the pandemic. 
 

• The pandemic crisis has been a massive blow to newspapers - 
particularly at a local level - and to other media which were already in 
a precarious state. 

 
“Congress believes that: 
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• For economic recovery to be sustainable and viable, delivering 
tangible benefits through local economies, it should be centred 
around the principles of community wealth building and aligning 
resources so that local authorities and public sector partners are best 
equipped to transform and democratise their local economies and 
tackle inequality. 

  

• A modern communications infrastructure accessible to all, and the 
new digital industries this will support, should be at the heart of a 
strategy for growth and good jobs.  The rollout of fibre broadband is 
essential to improving connectivity and should be part of a major New 
Deal stimulus package, and condemns the UK Government for 
abandoning its target to rollout gigabit capable broadband to every 
home and business by 2025. 

 

• Maintaining a six-day postal service is an essential part of Scotland’s 
national infrastructure. 

 
“Congress is concerned that Ofcom published research in November 
2020 indicating that the UK Government should consider reducing the six-
day universal service obligation (USO).   It is rural areas, alongside poorer 
communities that would lose out from such a change, and Scotland would 
be hit disproportionately with larger rural regions. 
 
“Congress welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
developing a retail strategy and the establishment of the Scottish Retail 
Strategy Steering Group, comprised of a wide range of key stakeholders 
including trade unions. However, we now need to ensure that this is 
followed by swift and decisive action from Government. 
 
“Congress calls on the Scottish Government to: 
 

• Insist that all projects produced via City / Region deals or Regional 
Economic Partnerships are equality proofed before approval and 
ensure there is workforce voice in these deals and partnerships by 
insisting on trade union representation on their leading bodies. 

 

• Establish a new Sector Growth Council, with unions, employers, 
Government departments and public bodies, to develop a strategy to 
make Scotland the home for digital and communications jobs for the 
future. 
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• Provide publicly funded, free access to home broadband and 
computer equipment for all those in Scotland living in poverty. 

 

• Lobby for the funding for Scotland as part of the UK-wide £5bn 

package to be brought forward at the earliest opportunity. 

 

• Continue discussions with the NUJ about implementing a plan which 
would include: a Government funded Journalism Foundation, along 
the lines recommended by the Cairncross Review, which would 
invest in local journalism and support quality public service 
journalism. Giving local newspapers ‘asset of community value’ 
status to protect titles from closure; offer rates relief and other 
financial support to co-operatives taking over titles from major 
commercial concerns; introduce a ‘news voucher’ scheme to 
encourage young citizens to use available news sources and to 
become more media savvy; place Government advertising in a way 
which helps local and hyperlocal initiatives; and introduce a windfall 
tax on tech giant companies to help pay for the scheme. 

 
“Congress calls on both the Scottish Government and Scottish MPs to 
oppose a cut in the number of days’ service provided under the USO and 
work with the CWU and Royal Mail to take up opportunities for national 
and local Governments to help expand the role of a postal worker. 
 
“Congress calls on the General Council to campaign: 
  

• For the Scottish Government to implement immediate measures 
which would address the most urgent priorities facing the retail sector 
as a direct result of the pandemic, and campaign to ensure that any 
immediate measures are supported by a further long-term strategy 
that deals with the fundamental and structural challenges within the 
retail sector, including economic reform (e.g. non-domestic rates), 
retail crime and automation.  

 

• To end digital exclusion in Scotland. 
 

• For improved terms and conditions and job security for retail workers 
across Scotland. 
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• For the UK Treasury immediately to widen the borrowing limits on 
Scotland and devolve to the Scottish Parliament further powers to 
issue bonds.” 

 
 
 
Mover:   UNISON Scotland 
 
Seconder:  Union of Shop, Distributive & Allied Workers 
 
Supporters:  Communication Workers’ Union  
   National Union of Journalists  

South Lanarkshire and East Kilbride Trades Union 
Council 

 
 
  



15 
 

 

Composite E  
(Covering Amended Motion No.1 and Motion Nos. 32,38,39,40,41, & 
42) 
Organising for the People’s Recovery  
 
“That this Congress recognises the historical severity of the pandemic and 
the crisis of capitalism that it has contributed to.  We support the ‘People’s 
Recovery’ as a programme for building a better economy and challenging 
inequality and bad work.  
 
“The ambitions within the ‘People’s Recovery’ will be delivered through an 
ongoing programme of activity.  Immediate priorities include a plan for jobs 
centred on clean investment, radical action on pay and the creation of a 
National Care Service based on public ownership and control, not-for-
profit provision and collective bargaining. 
 
“Congress believes that extending public ownership, investing in 
education and public services, community wealth building and wealth 
distribution through taxation are fundamental elements of any sustainable 
recovery.  
 
“Congress notes: 
  

• The significant impact that COVID-19 and the subsequent lockdown 
has had on young workers. 

 

• In-work poverty is widespread. Citizen Advice Scotland say one in 
three who sought help from them last year are in work and claiming 
Universal Credit. 

 
“Congress recognises the on-going crisis facing freelancers in the creative 
industries, where many thousands have fallen between the gaps of the 
CJRS and the SEISS and been left with no financial support at all.  
 
“Congress acknowledges the growth in self-employment, and a growth in 
trade union membership amongst this group of precarious workers. 
Congress agrees that no groups of workers should ever again be left 
without a safety net at times of crisis. 
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“Congress agrees that working from home during a pandemic is a very 
different environment to working from home prior to March 2020. These 
seismic changes in our working lives have presented an opportunity for 
reflection. Whilst the ‘traditional’ workplace has been changing for many 
years, the rapid move, in many, but not all sectors, to remote working has 
accelerated that change. 
 
“A shorter working week without loss of pay is a crucial tool for the post-
pandemic economic recovery. A combination of home working, new 
technology and a shorter working week can help boost economic 
recovery.  
 
“We should not underestimate the challenges for unions in organising in 
workplaces where many reps, members and crucially non-members will 
be working remotely. If we look further ahead, the challenge is likely to 
include organising in ‘work hubs’ where there will be workers from many 
and varied employers.  
 
“Congress reiterates its call for repeal of the anti-trade union laws and new 
trade union rights to empower trade unions to play a central role in 
creating a fairer and more equal society. ‘Educate, agitate and organise’ 
must continue to be our guiding principle.  
 
“Congress calls on the General Council to bring forward an integrated 
campaigning strategy that includes employed and unemployed workers 
and volunteer community activists to support affiliates’ campaigns, 
including industrial action and promote cross-union co-operation and 
solidarity to:  
 
Educate: 

• Bring forward a programme of political education designed to win a 
deeper understanding of the case for the ‘Peoples Recovery’ and 
work with affiliates to ensure sharing of best practice across the 
Scottish Trade Union Movement. 

 

• Up-skill union staff, and crucially union reps with the new skills that 
will be necessary to organise, recruit and operate in new working 
environments, whilst at the same time investing in the infrastructure 
necessary to support these new activities. 
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• Work with the Scottish Government to ensure the continuation and 
revalorisation of the Scottish Union Modernisation Fund to ensure 
affiliates can access financial support for these changes. 

 

• Support training for union members on the shorter working week. 
 

• Examine best practice and new ideas for organising and providing 
a voice for self-employed workers. 

 
Agitate:  

• Support Trades Union Councils to make strong interventions locally 
and work with communities. 

 

• Give practical support and solidarity to trade unionists in the struggle 
against the onslaught by employers and Governments who are 
undermining workers' living standards and support Living Rent’s call 
for eviction bans, rent holidays and tenant’s manifesto. 

 

• In the run-up to the Glasgow COP, plan activities connecting action 
on climate change with the everyday lives of workers and 
communities. 
 

• Ensure that high-quality self-employment is part of the STUC’s plan 
to build back better after the pandemic. 
 

• Prioritise young workers as central to a COVID recovery strategy for 
workers including campaigning against the use of zero hours 
contracts, for day one employment, for a £10 Minimum Wage and 
against discriminatory Minimum Wage rates for under 25s, 
apprenticeships and internships.  

 
Organise: 

• Promote workers voice and collective power. 
 

• Use the Scottish Government’s Fair Work framework to campaign 
for a ‘new deal’ for freelancers, with the aim of ensuring better 
workers’ rights and more security at work for the self-employed. 

 

• Work with affiliates to develop sector-wide strategies on shorter 
working week as part of the post pandemic recovery. 
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• Hold either physical or virtual/online rallies and meetings, with the 
aim of integrating union organisation and principles firmly within our 
communities.” 
 

 
Mover:   STUC General Council 
 
Seconder:  Prospect 
 
Supporters:  Public & Commercial Services Union 

Annual STUC Youth Conference 
Clydebank Trades Union Council 
Dundee Trades Union Council 
Unite the Union 
National Union of Rail, Maritime & Transport 
Workers 
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Composite F  
(Covering Motions Nos.16, 22, Amended Motion No.23 &  Motion 
Nos.24 & 26) 
Industrial Strategy for A Just Transition  
 
“That this Congress notes that both the UK and Scottish Governments 
have declared a climate change emergency and announcements by both 
Governments about the key role to be played in the post pandemic 
economic recovery of the ‘green economy’.  
 
“Congress further notes: 
  

• That 2020 has been an appalling year for workers and communities 
dependent on employment within our energy sector, where the 
COVID-19 crisis has been exacerbated by a crisis of jobs and 
industrial policy.   

 

• The multiple failures of both the UK and Scottish Governments to 
provide a legislative and policy framework within which companies 
can invest to the level required to turn those soundbites into real, 
high quality, unionised jobs. Most notably exemplified by the 
withdrawal of the Scottish Government’s support for the BiFab yards 
at Burntisland, Methil and Arnish. More than ten years on from the 
Climate Change Act, the UK, including Scotland, still does not have 
a plan that puts workers, their skills, and affected communities at 
the heart of energy policy. 
 

• The ‘fire and rehire’ attack by Centrica CEO, Chris O’Shea, on the 
livelihoods of 10,000 GMB members, including over 1,000 in 
Scotland, has set clear battle lines for the future of a once great 
institution and the workers who provide this essential service. The 
outcome of the biggest industrial dispute seen in the energy sector 
for forty years will not only redefine the rights of workers across the 
gas industry but also the delivery and support of the fuel source 
which primarily heats over four-fifths of Scottish households. 
 

• The evidence from the Committee on Climate Change, the 
International Energy Agency and the UN Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change showing that CCS is essential to deliver the UN 
Paris Climate Change Agreement. 
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• Workers across the Oil and Gas and Chemicals sector are highly 
skilled and should be central to the future development of the 
economy, including the development of a low carbon future.  
 

“Congress reaffirms support for offshore unions in their efforts to resist job 
losses and cuts in pay and conditions on the UK Continental Shelf and 
confirms its commitment to combat unfair pay, and to protect the 
employment of UK residents, whilst being appalled at the failures of the 
British Government to deliver measures supporting offshore workers and 
to develop progressive and responsible strategies to deal with 
decommissioning and the transition to renewable energy.  
 
“Congress believes that the best way to ensure swift movement of goods, 
and sustainable supply chains, is to support rail freight as part of an 
integrated transport system. Freight on rail can also help to make 
upcoming construction and infrastructure projects more sustainable, 
allowing access to urban centres without increasing emissions and 
congestion, as well as quick journeys over long distances. 
 
“Congress demands that the Scottish and British Governments develop a 
decommissioning policy which ensures that energy workers benefit from 
job opportunities in the emerging sectors, and that support is available for 
retraining and transitioning for those in oil and gas sectors. 
 

“Congress resolves to build a worker led campaign for a future that works 
for all, demanding the implementation of policies that deliver the 
maintenance of jobs and skills. 
 
“If a ‘green recovery’ is to be in any way meaningful, Congress calls upon 
the General Council to urgently demand that the Scottish Government 
work with our energy sector unions and bring forward a meaningful 
industrial strategy which: 
  

• pays specific attention to the need to stimulate inward investment 
and job creation, including where necessary state intervention; 

• includes a strategy for Scottish renewables manufacturing including 
commitments to using procurement to support Scottish 
manufacturing and foundation industries; 

• includes a jobs and investment strategy for gas production in the low 
carbon transition; 
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• has a commitment to domestic content and minimum procurement 
standards for all future energy infrastructure projects; 

• continues to support the development of port and rail 
enhancements, specifically rail electrification, in order for industry 
and supply chains to be as sustainable as possible; and 

• supports the extension of HS2 into Scotland to encourage greater 
use of more sustainable rail freight movements between Scotland 
and the rest of Britain. 
 

“Congress further calls on the General Council to: 
  

• campaign for the UK and Scottish Governments to invest in the 
development of CCS technology as a matter of urgency; and  

• continue to support the organising efforts of unions engaged in 
recruiting within the green economy, including, but not limited to, 
Health and Safety and Fair Work research and campaigning and 
organising in remote, precarious and self-employed workplace 
environments.” 

 
 
Mover:   GMB Scotland 
 
Seconder:  Unite the Union 
 
Supporters:  Prospect 

Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers & 
Firemen 

         Nautilus International 
Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association 
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Composite H 
(Covering Amended Motion Nos.49 & 50) 
Public Sector Pay  
 
“That this Congress believes that the Scottish Government should be 
making the case for all essential and key workers, both public and private, 
to receive a fair pay rise and Congress supports campaigning to achieve 
this objective.  
 
“Congress condemns the plans announced by the UK Tory Government 
in the 2020 Spending Review to freeze public sector pay. Congress 
believes that this is fundamentally wrong and punishes workers who have 
been on the frontline fighting the pandemic.  
 
“Congress recognises that the Scottish Government Public Sector Pay 
Policy for 2021 must ensure that workers are properly recognised by 
ensuring that there is no return to austerity pay. The Scottish Government 
must recognise that if we are to recover economically from the pandemic, 
we must improve living standards and boost spending power.  
 
“Further, Congress notes the pay disparity which exists between staff 
employed in the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) and 
those employed in similar jobs within Scottish Government, and 
recognises the progress of previous years was frustrated by the 2010 
public sector pay freeze and the subsequent pay cap.   
 
“Congress supports the FDA ‘Equal Value Equal Worth’ campaign and 
calls on the Scottish Government to ensure sufficient funding is allocated 
to COPFS in order to deliver pay parity for their staff in 2021. 
 
“Congress reiterates its view that our demands for above inflation pay 
rises, a journey towards pay restoration, additional support for the lower 
paid, and fully funded pay awards that are applied consistently are fair and 
reasonable. 
 
“Congress continues to support the campaign to achieve those demands. 
In the event that the Scottish Government’s public sector pay policy when 
published does not address our fair and reasonable demands, Congress 
calls on the General Council to co-ordinate a public sector pay campaign 
for above-inflation pay increases for all public sector workers, including: 
  

• co-ordinating of bargaining timetables and pay demands; 



23 
 

 

 

• co-ordinating campaign activities; 
 

• issuing material to explain the need for the pay rises;  
 

• sharing information about ballots and industrial action; and  
 

• a sustainable mechanism is agreed to deliver ongoing pay cohesion 
across the Scottish public sector, on the best terms available (which 
would help reduce the risk of discrimination in pay and conditions 
across the sector), to ensure that the value of any settlement is not 
eroded in future.” 
 

 
 

Mover:  Public & Commercial Services Union 
 
Seconder:   FDA  
 
Supporter:  National Union of Rail, Maritime & Transport 

Workers 
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Draft Composite I 
(Covering Motion Nos. 54,55,57,58 & Amended Motion Nos. 56 & 61) 
Supporting the NHS, Combatting Inequality and Valuing all NHS 
Workers  
 
“That this Congress notes the NHS has been in the headlines daily over 
the past year with the massive increase in demand for NHS services. All 
of us have extraordinary reasons to be even more grateful to NHS staff 
than ever before and we must get behind them to promote equality and 
fairness in their working lives.  
 
“Congress is aware of the multitude of different types of roles within the 
NHS, all of which are equally essential to the doctors and nurses for 
meeting the health needs of the nation at this time. 
 
“During the COVID-19 pandemic, more issues have come to the fore, 
including the disproportionate impact of the virus on BAME communities 
and workers, including medical and NHS staff, which is still to be fully 
examined and explained.   
 
“Congress further notes: 
  

• That despite many years of combatting inequalities in the NHS and 
elsewhere, members still experience pay inequality because of race 
and gender. 

  

• That there is a clear disparity in maternal mortality in the UK between 
white women and those from BAME backgrounds. Black women are 
four times more likely to die during this period, while women of mixed 
race have three times the risk and Asian women are twice as likely to 
die than white women. 
 

• Reports from University Hospital Wishaw, where the private company 
removed the enhanced cleaning of touch points despite being in the 
midst of the COVID pandemic, and without the agreement of the 
Health Board putting patients and staff at greater risk. 
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• Research commissioned by the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy 
which reveals that the number of people who have survived severe 
COVID-19 following hospital admission is estimated to be over 8,000 
people in Scotland: 3,600 are expected to need some level of 
community-based rehabilitation; 1,360 are expected to need 
rehabilitation in an in-patient setting;  and 1,000 are expected to be 
medically unstable and/or have severe disability. 
 

• The planned expansion of 1,500 additional AHP places, which 
includes 225 physiotherapy additional training places in the 
integrated health and social care workforce plan of 2019, is yet to be 
actioned by the Scottish Government. The post-COVID rehabilitation 
framework, published by the Scottish Government in August 2020, 
identifies additional non-COVID rehabilitation needs as a 
consequence of the pandemic but that no additional funding is 
planned to meet the ambitions of the rehabilitation. 
 

• Podiatrists in the NHS have continued to deliver a service to those at 
the greatest risk, preventing hospitalisation, preventing amputations, 
and keeping patients mobile. 
 

• The Public Interest Disclosure Act came into force in 1999 and comes 
of age this year, 21 years later. Yet, despite a clear commitment from 
the Scottish Government, NHS Scotland, and individual Health 
Boards around the country to a culture of openness and honesty, the 
fact remains that NHS staff are too afraid to speak up. 
 

“Congress believes that: 
 

• There can be no more obvious disclosure in the public interest than 
a doctor, nurse or any other member of NHS staff raising patient 
safety concerns. Only when the workforce is confident that they are 
protected, will effective and important whistleblowing be facilitated. 
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• Inadequate provision of correctly sized personal protective 
equipment, often not small enough for women, or not adequate for 
those with beards because of faith, is a scandal.  
 

“Congress calls for further campaigning on these issues and on the 
Scottish Government to ensure that the highest standards are maintained 
and superseded in the NHS on behalf of the public it serves so well. 
 
“Congress resolves to continue to support the call of the ‘Break the Race 
Ceiling’ campaign led by the STUC Black Workers’ Committee in support 
of its call for seismic change across the public sector, including our NHS 
in Scotland. 
 
“Congress calls on the General Council to: 
 

• Continue its work to highlight all the essential roles within the NHS, 
maintain positive publicity for the staff, challenge unjustified negative 
media publicity and work with individual unions to promote all the job 
roles in the NHS. 

 

• Support calls for increased investment in community health and 
primary care to recover from the COVID pandemic, and for a ‘right to 
rehabilitation’ for everyone who needs it. 

 

• Continue to promote and strengthen workers’ rights and protections 
when raising their concerns, and on the Scottish Government to 
ensure that employers are aware of their duty to protect workers who 
raise concerns from detriment. 

 

• Recognise the need for support and education to seek further action 
to tackle racial inequalities. 

 

• Appeal to the Scottish Government to invest in on-going identification 
of risks and prevention to ensure safer care for all. 

 

• Call for the specific needs of women from BAME backgrounds to be 
the focus of national and local implementation work, and to draw in 
maternity service providers, including midwives and maternity support 
workers, to address the challenges and ensure services are 
accessible to all, breaking/overcoming any barriers. 
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• Support the campaigns of affiliates to remove private contractors from 
the NHS bringing back control to the public sector for delivering vital 
services.”  

 
 

Mover:   Hospital Consultants & Specialists Association 
 
Seconder:  College of Podiatry 
 
Supporters:  Royal College of Midwives 
   Chartered Society of Physiotherapy 

South Lanarkshire & East Kilbride Trades Union 
Council 

   Society of Radiographers 
   Annual STUC Black Workers’ Conference 
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Composite J 
(Covering Motion Nos. 63,64,65,66 & Amended Motion No.13) 
Education Recovery 
 
“That this Congress acknowledges that the pandemic and associated 
lockdowns have impacted significantly on all parts of society, and, in 
particular, severely disrupted the education of children and young people 
and shown clearly how poverty impacts on children’s learning. 
 
“Congress believes that fundamental change is needed to address the 
poverty-related attainment gap and ensure equity in schools.  
 
“Congress notes: 
  

• The consistent underfunding of Scottish higher education and that 
public funding of university teaching in 2018/19 was £157 million 
below its actual cost, and reasserts its belief that education is a right 
and that access to higher education should be based solely on ability 
and not students’ ability to pay.  Universities have sought to cross 
subsidise shortfalls in public funding by using fee income from non-
Scottish domiciled students, and particularly from international 
students who are subject to often exorbitant fees.  

  

• The high correlation of incidence of additional support need with 
incidence of poverty, and that young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and those with additional support needs particularly 
benefit from being taught in smaller classes.  
 

• The importance of reporting all violent incidents in schools. This 
ensures all victims of such incidents in schools are given every 
consideration and total management support.   
 

• That the number of teachers who are reporting work-related stress is 
increasing, yet the draconian absence management policies adopted 
by local authorities do little to recognise this view. 
 

“Congress demands more investment in the early-years education to 
support our youngest children and to ensure early mitigation of the impact 
of poverty on learning.  
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“Congress calls on the Scottish Government to: 
 

• Invest in both further and higher education to support an education 
led recovery from the broader impact of COVID on Scottish Society. 

 

• Provide significant additional resources, staffing (including 
teachers, support staff and specialist provision in areas such as 
ASN), and to create the necessary space within the curriculum for 
schools to deliver a genuine education recovery programme that 
has wellbeing and equity at its heart. 

 

• Build on Education Scotland’s Equity Audit by considering all 
aspects of the education system from an equity aspect, including 
curriculum, pedagogy, resources, staffing, professional support 
services, digital access and the assessment and qualifications 
system, taking all necessary actions to reduce inequity within the 
education system. 

 

• Allow teachers and school leaders to focus on teaching and leading 
teaching and learning; support teachers and school leaders in the 
face of unprecedented pressures; focus on teacher and school 
leader wellbeing; attack the drivers of excessive and unnecessary 
workload; and implement teachers’ and school leaders’ contractual 
and statutory entitlements. 

 
“Congress calls on the Scottish Government and local authorities to 
ensure that: 
 

• all pupils have access to digital hardware and internet connectivity 
to mitigate the disadvantage experienced by too many whilst 
studying at home;  

• all violent incidents in schools are recorded and acted upon, 
together with measures to ensure all victims are taken seriously; and   

• all absence management policies are reviewed and introduce 
flexibility, common sense and policies that value all teachers and 
ensure they receive appropriate support following periods of 
sickness. 
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“Congress calls on the STUC General Council to pressurise Scottish 
political parties in the run up to the Scottish Parliament elections to commit 
to fair funding for Scottish higher education, including fully funding the cost 
of teaching, and to maintain pressure on the winning party or parties who 
form the next Scottish Government ahead of their first programme for 
Government and subsequent budgets.” 
 
 
Mover:  Educational Institute of Scotland  
 
Seconder:  UCU Scotland 
 
Supporters: Scottish Secondary Teachers’ Association 
    NASUWT 
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Composite K 
(Covering Motion Nos. 69 & 70) 
Scottish Self-Determination  
 
“That this Congress notes, as the Tory Government makes clear their 
intent to attack workers’ rights, the STUC and affiliates must stand in 
solidarity against this hostility. Congress acknowledges trade unions have 
been able to use devolution to fight against the most brutal Tory cuts, but 
many of these cuts persist in harming our workplaces and communities.  
 
“Congress acknowledges current debates around independence and 
further devolution, notes the important contributions of trade unionists in 
shaping constitutional debate, and recognises that the Trade Union 
Movement must examine the most effective ways of implementing 
urgently needed change.  
 
“Congress also notes with alarm the SNP’s commitment to the Growth 
Commission’s austerity vision for an independent Scotland and believes 
the Scottish Trade Union Movement must carve out a space for the vision 
of working people across Scotland for our future, which is neither Growth 
Commission nationalism nor Tory status quo. 
 
“Congress reaffirms support for the right to self-determination for Scotland 
but notes that the Scottish Government must obtain a Section 30 order or 
an amendment to the Scotland Act to allow for a second Independence 
Referendum to be held. 
  
“Congress believes that the right to hold a Referendum should lie with the 
Scottish Parliament as elected by its people. 
 
“Congress calls on the General Council to be proactive in ensuring this 
right to self-determination is upheld, including the holding of a 
Referendum on Independence, with or without the consent of the UK 
Government. 
 
“Congress believes it is crucial for the STUC and affiliates to once again 
lead and influence the debate on Scotland’s future in the interests of 
workers and the communities in which we live and work. 
  
“Congress, therefore, calls on the General Council to:  
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• establish a working group to examine a range of constitutional 
proposals, including independence and ‘Devo Max’. This group will 
seek to examine both opportunities and limitations of these different 
proposals for growth of trade unions and working-class movements 
in Scotland; 

 

• set up a union led ‘constitutional convention’ with affiliates to 
represent the voices, views, and vision of working people across 
Scotland for our future; and 
 

• produce a comprehensive and accessible report before any 
Referendum which articulates the findings of our discussions.” 
 

 
Mover:   Public & Commercial Services Union 
 
Seconder:  Annual STUC Youth Conference 
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Composite L 
(Covering Motion Nos. 77,78,79,80 & Amended Motion No.76) 
Impact of Brexit and the Internal Market Act  
 
“That this Congress notes that the Erasmus European Union education 
programme enabled school, university, and college students to study and 
learn in new countries in their chosen fields, including the creative arts. 
Erasmus provided reciprocal exchange experiences for staff too, enabling 
them to share expertise, skills, and ideas. The so-called replacement 
‘Turing Scheme’ will only benefit UK students who wish to study abroad. 
It does not fund European Union students and academic staff to come to 
the UK.  
 
“The omission of creative professionals from the list of self-employed 
workers benefiting from visa free travel for work purposes in Annex 3 of 
the EU-UK Trade Co-operation Agreement is a huge blow to 
entertainment workers, the impact of which will be immediate and far 
reaching. 
 
“Congress further notes that following Brexit, the Internal Market Act has 
amended the devolution statutes (for Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland) to take back powers devolved to provide financial aid to industry. 
This is clearly to ensure that through The EU (Future Relationship) Act, 
the Tory Government in Westminster will be able to replicate the restraints 
on state ownership and state intervention previously embedded in EU 
treaties and regulations.  
 
“Congress applauds the hard work and dedication during the pandemic of 
Scotland’s maritime and offshore key workers. Congress notes that jobs 
and employment conditions in both these sectors have been undermined 
by the pandemic’s impact on demand and employers exploiting existing 
loopholes in domestic and EU employment law to cut costs at Scottish 
workers’ expense. 
 
“Congress, therefore, asks the General Council to: 
  

• Support Equity’s campaign for the inclusion of creative professionals 
in the list of self-employed workers benefiting from visa free travel for 
work purposes. 

 

• Campaign for the maintenance of Erasmus post-Brexit and support 
the efforts of the Scottish and Welsh Governments to do so.  
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• Call on the Scottish Government to continue to participate in Erasmus 
or make up the loss to Scottish universities. 

 

• Campaign to bring all contracts for lifeline ferry services permanently 
back in-house and procuring all new lifeline ferries, powered by low 
or zero emission fuels, directly from Scottish shipyards. 
 

• Support the extension of collective bargaining rights for domestic 
maritime and offshore energy unions. 
 

• Support greater use of state aid to support jobs growth in the maritime 
and offshore sectors, including supporting just transition that fully 
protects jobs, conditions, and skills. 
 

• Support requiring employers across the maritime, offshore oil and 
gas and offshore renewables sectors in Scotland to employ local 
labour, abide by cabotage protections for local labour, use local ports, 
and to agree to sectoral collective bargaining with domestic trade 
unions. 
 

• Mount a campaign exposing the anti-democratic nature of the Internal 
Market Act and fight to restore these powers to the Scottish 
Parliament by political, trade union and community-based action. 
 

• Publicise progressive models of local economic development such as 
the Community Wealth Building strategy being progressed by North 
Ayrshire.” 

 
 

Mover:   Equity 
 
Seconder:  National Union of Rail, Maritime & Transport 

Workers 
 
Supporters:  Clydebank Trades Union Council  
   Irvine & North Ayrshire Trades Union Council 
   UCU Scotland 
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Composite M 
(Covering Motion Nos. 18,19,20 & 25) 
Climate Change and COP26  
 
Composite M - (Covering Motion Nos. 18,19,20 & 25) 
Climate Change and COP26 
  
“That this Congress notes that the global efforts to tackle the climate 
emergency have failed and the global climate talks, COP26 in Glasgow 
during 1 -12 November 2021, are of strategic importance.  
  
“The climate crisis is a social justice issue, with those who have done least 
to cause the crisis, and who are least able to address it, facing the worst 
impacts. Simultaneously, we also face a domestic crisis of unemployment, 
and tackling the COVID-19 pandemic represents an ideal opportunity to 
invest in climate jobs, in a just transition and a fairer society, while 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  
  
“Congress believes that the concerns of workers must be central to the 
discussions and the outcomes of COP26. We understand that there are 
‘No Jobs on a Dead Planet’ but we also recognise that moving to a zero-
carbon economy threatens the jobs of many workers. 
  
“The climate emergency has been created by unregulated capitalism. A 
capitalism that is now abandoning the North Sea offshore workers and 
their communities, while developing offshore renewables installations built 
on the other side of the world. Here in Scotland, severe weather events 
are causing increasingly significant damage to homes and infrastructure. 
In August 2020, three people lost their lives when a train was derailed due 
to a landslide during a storm in Aberdeenshire. 
  
“Congress confirms its commitment to renewable energy sources and is 
disappointment that the Scottish and UK Governments have failed to 
deliver their promises, especially relating to jobs.  
  
“Congress recognises that services that require public funds should 
remain under democratic, public control, with reinvestment in local society 
and infrastructure, rather than being syphoned off as private shareholder 
profit. As noted in the STUC ‘People’s Recovery’, transport and energy 
are both pivotal to climate transition and must be particular targets for 
strategic public ownership.  Constructively changing both the means and 
cost of travel, as well as the energy efficiency of homes, will significantly 
reduce the financial stress on most working-class households. 
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“Congress calls upon the General Council to: 
  

• Recognise the severity of the climate emergency and to join with 

other partners across the trade union movement and civil society, to 

support the COP26 Coalition for an international Just Transition and 

to campaign here in Scotland for a Climate Change Emergency Act 

to be brought into law by the Scottish Parliament. 

  

• Work with civic society, including the COP26 Coalition, to exert 

maximum pressure on the UK Government for a green recovery and 

Just Transition and to show leadership at COP26. 

  

• Mobilise, with affiliates, and trade union members to engage in the 

preparations for and activities during COP26. 

  

• Demand that the Scottish and UK Governments commit to working 

with trade unions to develop realistic and ambitious plans to achieve 

a zero-carbon economy and a Just Transition. 

  

• Support the main COP26 public demonstration, on Saturday 6 

November 2021, and encourage affiliates to mobilise delegations of 

their members to participate in large numbers for a prominent and 

visible trade union presence.  

  

• Support local/national campaigns calling for affordable/free public 

transport, such as the Free Our City coalition in Glasgow and 

surrounding local authorities, as a mobilising strategy to affect real 

changes in the use and ownership of public transport networks, and 

for unionised, public sector job creation.  

  

• Support local/national campaigns calling for mass programmes of 

deep retrofitting of ALL homes, to affect real changes to the rising 

cost of living and mobilising the potential for unionised, public sector 

job creation.” 
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Mover:   Glasgow Trades Union Council 
  
Seconder:  Aberdeen Trades Union Council 
  
Supporters: East Kilbride and South Lanarkshire Trades Union 

Council 
Paisley & District Trades Union Council 
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Composite N 
(Covering Amended Motion No.9 & Motion No.43) 
Digital Poverty, Exclusion and Loneliness  
 
“That this Congress recognises that digital poverty has existed for many 
years. The effects of the COVID pandemic have, however, highlighted the 
impact of digital poverty on people’s lives. People are particularly 
vulnerable to loneliness and exclusion during COVID-19, something that 
is only exacerbated by the digital skills gap. 
 
Congress notes: 
 

• That many children and students have only been able to learn 
online: the internet has become the main way of maintaining contact 
with family and friends, and for trade unionists, online meetings have 
become the way to keep the organisation going. 

 

• Many school, college and university students also lack access to 
laptops and internet enabled equipment and suitable spaces for 
study at home. 
 

• Decreased funding for library services has also contributed to lack 
of digital access. 
 

• NHS findings that people with a disability are 35% less likely than 
people without disabilities to have the essential digital skills for life. 
 

• Research showing a strong correlation between social exclusion 
and lack of digital skills. 
 

• That those who are under stricter lockdowns and shielding are 
particularly likely to be isolated and more so if they lack digital 
access for remote connections with others. 
 

• Only 51% of households earning less than £10,000 p.a. have 
internet at home compared to 99% of those earning over £40,000 
p.a. 
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“Congress believes that more should be done to remove the barriers to 
digital inclusion, including those due to lack of digital skills and lack of 
connectivity. The lack of accessibility, where services are not designed to 
meet the needs of disabled users, are a particular concern for disabled 
workers.  
 
“Congress calls upon the General Council to explore ways to overcome 
digital poverty and its consequences. This should look at the provision of 
universal broadband access at an affordable price or free of charge, such 
as fully resourced and suitably staffed libraries. Such hubs can provide 
tuition and support for those lacking digital skills and could loan internet 
ready equipment.  Loaning out equipment should also be offered by other 
bodies including local authorities, schools and further and higher 
education institutions.  
 
“The remit should also incorporate this expansion of digital access and 
skills into the Green Recovery strategy, to which it can make a significant 
contribution. 
 
“Congress calls on the STUC to:  
 

• campaign for digital inclusion; 

• encourage affiliates to support members to access digital skills 
training; and  

• campaign to raise awareness of the impact of the pandemic on 
people who are digitally excluded.” 

 
 
Mover:   Community  
 
Seconder:  Fife Trades Union Council  
 
Supporters:  UCU Scotland 
   Prospect 
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Amended Motion No.15 
Zero COVID Strategy 
 
“That this Congress notes that COVID-19 is a terrible public health 
tragedy. But it also starkly highlights the deep underlying inequalities we 
saw in society before the current crisis, and these will only get worse if the 
UK and Scottish Governments continue with the current failed strategy of 
trying to contain the virus rather than eliminate it. 
 
“Congress recognises that the death toll (and long-term health damage) 
in Scotland, and indeed across the world from COVID-19, have been 
considerably worse in deprived communities, among disabled people and 
among black and ethnic minority people. 
 
“Those in lower paid jobs are more likely to be the key workers who are 
on the frontline of this crisis, shouldering the immense burden of keeping 
our country going. 
 
“In the most deprived communities, workers fear a positive test result, 
knowing that they couldn’t afford to self-isolate should they receive one. 
On the other hand, stock markets have boomed, and the corporate 
privatisation vultures have trousered billions from British Government 
hand-outs of public cash. 
 
“Congress calls on the Scottish Government to introduce legislation that 
would compel employers to stop non-essential work, while protecting the 
income of workers as part of a Zero COVID strategy. 
 
“Congress recognises that the weakness in Scotland’s economy has been 
exposed by the pandemic. It has suffered more than most due to its 
reliance on the service economy, as in retail, tourism, and the hospitality 
sector. 
 
“Congress believes that the UK and Scottish Government pursuing a Zero 
COVID strategy will help us to rebuild infrastructure and the expertise, 
after ten years of cuts, that we will need to deal with future pandemics. 
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“Congress further calls for every intervention made by the Trade Union 
Movement to be to reduce the gap between rich and poor, reversing the 
entrenched levels of inequality of health and wealth that plague our 
society.” 
 
 
Mover:  Clydebank Trades Union Council 
 
Seconder:  Unite the Union 


