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FIRST STANDING ORDERS REPORT 

1. In the context of the pandemic, the Standing Orders Committee 
endorsed the view of the STUC General Council that Congress 
2021 should be held as an online event of ‘two days’ duration held 
over three days.   

2. Every effort has been made to make the Congress as participative 
and accessible as possible, including through the scheduling of 
regular breaks, ensuring BSL signing throughout, the provision of 
note-takers to provide live captions, and captions for all videos to 
be shown.   

3. Additional guidance has been sent separately to all delegates on 
the technical aspects of the event. 

4. Only delegates will have access to the Congress virtual platform, 
however it is also being publicly streamed on a range of other 
platforms. The exception to this is the Private Session. 

5. The Standing Orders Committee accepted 87 motions as 
competent for inclusion in the Preliminary Agenda.  These, 
together with 18 competent amendments, were included in the 
Final Agenda, which has been issued to delegates. 

6. Delegation Leaders have been issued a Composites and 
Amended Motion Booklet.  Time permitting a small number of 
additional motions will be debated.  These will be outlined in the 
Congress Order of Business which will be issued to delegates 
early next week. 
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7. Motions will be taken as outlined in the Congress Order of 
Business.   

8. As the duration of Congress is 2 days held over the period of 3 
days, Standing Orders is recommending that the debate of 
Motions, Composite Motions and Amended Motions, are taken 
within the following three themes which correspond to Sections A, 
B and C of the Final Agenda: ‘Response to the Crisis’; ‘The 
People’s Recovery’; and ‘A Scotland Fit for the Future’. 

9. Due to the format of this year’s Congress, it has been necessary 
to ask affiliates to confirm and agree their speakers to Motions, 
Composite Motions and Amended Motions in advance of 
Congress.   Delegation leaders have been informed of their right 
to indicate that a delegation wishes to oppose any motion.  

10. The Standing Orders Committee will recommend to Congress, at 
the outset, that speaking times be 5 minutes to move a Motion, 3 
minutes to second and 3 minutes for subsequent speakers. The 
co-operation of Congress delegates who have registered to speak 
in keeping to their allotted speaking times would be appreciated. 
This is particularly important in the reduced virtual Congress to 
allow the President to keep to time.  

11. Delegates have been asked to submit by email in advance any 
questions it wishes to put to the General Council Report or to the 
Treasurer’s Report by 12.00 noon on Friday 16th April. 

12. We do not expect there to be any changes to the Order of 
Business, but the Chairperson of the Standing Orders Committee 
will report as appropriate throughout Congress.  

13. We do not expect there to be any changes to the Order of 
Business, but the Chairperson of the Standing Orders Committee 
will report as appropriate throughout Congress.  

14. The General Council Report will be presented as normal but 
covers the shorter reporting period between December 2020 – 
March 2021. This will be discussed and put to Congress for 
approval on the afternoon of Monday 19th April.  

15. The Treasurer’s Report will also be presented, discussed, and put 
to Congress for approval as normal on the morning of Wednesday 
21st April. 

16. All votes will be undertaken by card vote. The Leader of your 
Delegation has been informed of the process for this. 

17. During Congress we will hear short video messages from the First 
Minister of Scotland, from the Leader of the Scottish Labour Party, 
the General Secretary of the TUC, and the Chair of the STUC 
Women’s Committee.  
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18. During breaks and at other points in the agenda a series of other 
short videos will be shown including from international trade 
unions and solidarity organisations. 

19. Due to the major changes outlined above, the Chair of Standing 
Orders Committee will address Congress to ask for the 
suspension of Standing Orders and the adoption of this Report 
and a second report if required. 

20. Any delegate wishing to challenge any aspect of this Report 
should email the STUC by 12.00 noon on Friday 16th April. 


