
 

 

GENERAL COUNCIL STATEMENT ON COMPOSITE K 

The General Council supports the principles and proposed actions contained in Composite K 

including the two main recommendations for consulting and informing workers on all constitutional 

options and playing a wider ‘constitutional convention’ style civil society role in due course.  It also 

agrees with the views expressed by both motions in the composite that these considerations should 

go beyond both the current status quo and the SNP ‘Growth Commission’ model of independence.  

The General Council re-affirms that any future referendum need not be confined to a binary vote. 

The General Council also re-affirms its historical position that the Scottish people have the right to 

self-determination.  This self-determination encompasses both the right to practice its chosen level 

of democratic sovereignty with respect to another nations AND the duty to afford sovereignty to the 

Scottish people as citizens of this country.   

It is consistent with our support for self-determination, that the power should rest with the Scottish 

Parliament as to whether and when, a second referendum should be held.   

However, the General Council is also clear that the democratic basis and safeguards defining how 

such power might be used are critical to retaining legitimacy. 

The STUC has already agreed a position making clear that in the case of the election of a majority of 

pro-independence MSPs combined with popular support for independence and/or a second 

independence referendum it would be profoundly anti-democratic for the Westminster Parliament 

to deny a second referendum. 

Brexit and the resulting Internal Market Act represent a profound change in both Scotland’s 

relationship with the international community and in its relationship with the UK Government.  

However, neither a new constitutional relationship with the UK, nor (in the case of independence) 

membership of the EU, should be decided without a referendum.   

The General Council rejects any idea that a pro-independence ‘super-majority’ represents a mandate 

to negotiate independence without a referendum.  Nor does it believe that a future yes vote in a 

Scottish Independence referendum could provide a mandate for re-negotiating entry to the EU 

without a discreet referendum on that issue. 

Whilst the General Council supports the transfer of powers to the Scottish Parliament to hold a 

future referendum, this is not without conditions.  Such a move would require parallel legislation in 

the Scottish Parliament limiting the frequency of holding referendums and providing other necessary 

democratic safeguards.  Equally, the temporary transfer of the power through a Section 30 Order 

under the Scotland Act 1998 should be accompanied by far greater clarity on these issues than was 

achieved in 2014. 

Supporting the transfer of powers to the Scottish Parliament to hold a referendum is an entirely 

separate question from whether a referendum should be held, in what timescale, and from what its 

outcome should be. The General Council recognises that trade union members are divided on this 

issue in similar proportion to the wider electorate.  It also notes that only a third of voters currently 



support a referendum in the next two years, thought support rises to over 50% of those who support 

a second referendum within the next Scottish Parliamentary Term. 

Whilst asserting the right of the Scottish Parliament to hold a referendum at a time of its choosing, 

the General Council does not believe that in the current circumstances, there should be any 

consideration of the holding of an ‘indicative’ or ‘campaigning’ referendum.  Experience suggests 

that such referendums lack democratic legitimacy and are of little or no use in resolving 

constitutional issues.   

Finally, the General Council reasserts its position that the question of future constitutional change 

will continue to be driven by the principles of working-class solidarity and equality as expressed in 

the People’s Recovery and will take forward all work based upon that programme for action. 

 

 

  


